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Admission Requirements

1. All candidates for admission into the MA must submit Graduate Record
Examination (GRE) scores.

2. Officia transcripts of all undergraduate or prior graduate course work
submitted directly by all universities attended.

3. Anessay of not more than 500 words describing interest in and capacity
for advanced training in global/transnational issues.

4. One example of writing or research (a paper submitted to a seminar, a
publication or report, or another comparable example).

5. Two letters of recommendation addressing the candidate's capacity to
undertake graduate work on international global issues.

Any prior graduate course work taken at Old Dominion University (e.g., in
nondegree status) or at another institution can be counted toward the MA
degree only in accordance with the provisions governing transfer of credit
and the director’ s approval.

Admission Standards

1. All applicantsto the MA program must hold a baccalaureate degree or
equivalent.

2. Candidates for the MA must attain a3.00 cumulative GPA in al
undergraduate courses. A GRE score of 146 Quantitative, and 156
Verbal is normally expected. (1100 Old Score).

3. Individuals whose native language is not English must submit a score of
230 on the computer-based TOEFL (the equivalent of 570 in the older,
paper-based score scale) or 80 on the TOEFL iBT.

Application Deadline, MA

GPIS admits students for fall and spring semesters. We prefer applications
to reach us by February 15 and October 15. Applications outside these
timelines will be considered on a case-by-case basis. With the permission
of the GPIS Director, individuals who want to begin graduate work but

do not intend to finish their degree with GPI'S or individuals who want to
join GPIS at alater date, may be considered for taking graduate courses

on anon-degree basis. GPIS offers anumber of doctoral and master’s
graduate assistantships and awards them on the basis of availability and
competitiveness. Applicants who want to be considered for a graduate
assistantship are advised to submit their application by the above deadlines.

Curriculum Requirements

Creditsfor the MA

The MA requires 33 credits, of which at least 27 must be at the 600 level
or above. Therequired course work for al MA students includes IS 600
Research Methods in International Studies, but does not include any courses
needed for demonstrating foreign language competency. MA candidates
writing theses will incorporate into their 33 credit program six credits of
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directed research on the thesis. Students pursuing a non-thesis track will take
afour and 1/2 hour comprehensive examination after the completion of the
course work.

Curriculum

MA students will NOT be allowed to take more than nine credit hours per
semester. Each required course must be completed with a grade of B (3.00)
or above. MA students must fulfill the requirements of nine credit hoursin
one field of concentration.

Core Courses

1S 600 Research Methodsin International Studies 3

1S 601 Seminar in International Relations Theory 3

1S 655 International History 3

1S 708 Asian Politics 3

1S 726 American Foreign Policy and World Order 3

ECON 650 International Economics 3

Field of Concentration

Select a Concentration 9

Electives*

1S 698 Directed Research 6

or IS699 Thesis

Total Credit Hours 33

* If thesis option, 6 of these credits will be directed research.
Up to six credits of elective coursework may be taken at
the 500 level.

Fields of Concentration

Select one of the following six fields of concentration: Comparative
Cultural and Political Studies, Conflict and Cooperation, International
Political Economy and Development, Modeling and Simulation, Strategic
Leadership or U.S. Foreign Policy. Students must choose courses from
the below lists as specified. IS 795 Topicsin International Studies courses
may be accepted with the approval of the program director in coordination
with the concentration coordinators. IS 668 Internship in International
Studies, IS 697 Independent Research in International Studies, or IS 698
Directed Research may be accepted one time with the approval of the
program director in coordination with the concentration coordinators.
Courses not on these lists may be accepted with the approval of the program
director in coordination with the concentration coordinators.

Comparative Cultural and Palitical Studies Concentration

Students must take |S 716 Theories of Comparative Sociopolitical
Studiesand 1S 760 International Cultural Studies: History, Theory and
Application and one additional course from the following list.

1S716 Theories of Comparative Sociopolitical 3
Studies
1S 760 International Cultural Studies: History, 3
Theory and Application
Select one of the following: 3
1S 703 Ethics and International Relations
1S704 Latin American Politics
1S722 Democracy and International Relations
1S725 Palitics of the Middle East
1S728 Ghosts of French Colonization
1S731 Media & Migration
1S738 European Palitics
1S 740 Political Economy of Development
1S741 Globalization and Social Change in the
World System
1S 748 Gender and Globalization
1S770 Transnational Media Practices
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1S 795 Topicsin International Studies (Gender &
International Migration )

HLSC 776 Global Health

1S 668 Internship in International Studies

1S 697 Independent Research in International
Studies

1S 698 Directed Research

Total Credit Hours

Conflict and Cooperation Concentration

Students must take |S 702 Approaches to Collective Security and two
additional courses from the following list.

1S 702 Approaches to Collective Security
Select two of the following:
1S 707 Interdependence, Power, and
Transnationalism
1S 720 Research Seminar in Global Security
1S721 New World Order: Chaos and Coherence
1S734 U.S. Grand Strategy
1S735 International Relations of the Middle East
1S790 Advanced Seminar Conflict & Cooperation
1S 795 Topicsin International Studies
1S 668 Internship in International Studies
1S 697 Independent Research in International
Studies
1S 698 Directed Research

Total Credit Hours

International Political Economy and Development
Concentration
Students must take IS 724 International & Comparative Political

Economy and IS 740 Political Economy of Development and one aditional
course from the following list.

MSIM 601 Introduction to Modeling and Simulation 3
or MSIM 602 Simulation Fundamentals
1S723 Advanced Statistical Techniquesin g
International Studies
Select one of the following: 3
BNAL 722 Agent-Based Simulation and Modeling
ECON 707 Econometrics |1
ECON 708 Econometrics 11
ENMA 712 Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis and
Decision Support Systems
ENMA 724 Risk Analysis
ENMA 754 Big Data Fundamentals
GEOG 600 Geospatial Data Analysis
GEOG 601 Spatial Statistics and Modeling
IDT 755 Theory and Design of Instructional
Simulation
IDT 756 Instructional Gaming: Theories and Practice
1S 668 Internship in International Studies
1S 697 Independent Research in International
Studies
1S 698 Directed Research
1S 762 Game Theory
1S 765 Agent-Based Modeling and Simulation for
International Studies
IS772 Modeling Global Events
1S 795 Topicsin International Studies
MSIM 673 Threat Modeling and Risk Analysis
MSIM 725 Principles of Combat Modeling and
Simulation
PSYC 736 Multilevel Models: HLM
STAT 625 Probability Theory for Data Science
STAT 640 Survival Analysis
Total Credit Hours 9

1S724 International & Comparative Political
Economy
1S 740 Political Economy of Development

Select one of the following:

1S 707 Interdependence, Power, and
Transnationalism

1IS711 International Migration and Refugee
Movement

1S713 Global Palitical Economy

1S716 Theories of Comparative Sociopolitical
Studies

1S717 World Population and Devel opment

1S722 Democracy and International Relations

1S741 Globalization and Social Change in the
World System

1S 795 Topicsin International Studies

1S 698 Directed Research

1S 668 Internship in International Studies

1S 697 Independent Research in International

Studies

Total Credit Hours

Strategic L eader ship Concentration

Students must take IS 721 New World Order: Chaos and Coherence and two
additional courses from the following list.

Modeling and Simulation Concentration

Students must take MSIM 601 Introduction to Modeling and Simulation or
MSIM 602 Simulation Fundamentals and IS 723 Advanced Statistical
Techniquesin International Studies and one additional course from the
following list.

1S721 New World Order: Chaos and Coherence 3
Select two of the following: 6
1S701 Global Change and American Foreign Policy
1S 702 Approaches to Collective Security
1S 708 Asian Politics
1S713 Global Palitical Economy
1S720 Research Seminar in Global Security
1S734 U.S. Grand Strategy
1S741 Globalization and Social Change in the
World System
1S 668 Internship in International Studies
1S 697 Independent Research in International
Studies
1S 698 Directed Research
1S795 Topicsin International Studies
COMM 600 Intercultural Communication: History,
Theory and Application (MA students only)
Total Credit Hours 9

US Foreign Policy

Students must take IS 734 U.S. Grand Strategy and two additional courses

from the following list.
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1S734 U.S. Grand Strategy 3
Select two of the following: 6
1S701 Globa Change and American Foreign Policy
1S 702 Approaches to Collective Security
1S 703 Ethics and International Relations
1S714 Law in the International System
1S720 Research Seminar in Global Security
1S721 New World Order: Chaos and Coherence
1S740 Political Economy of Development
1S741 Globalization and Social Change in the
World System
1S 795 Topicsin International Studies
1S 668 Internship in International Studies
1S 697 Independent Research in International
Studies
1S 698 Directed Research
Total Credit Hours 9

Additional Information

M ethodology Requirements

The MA requires one methodology course (1S 600). MA students are
encouraged to take further methods courses as electives.

L anguage Requirements

MA students must demonstrate reading competence in one foreign language
other than English. International students who have English as a second
language fulfill this requirement.

Foreign language competence can be demonstrated in one of two ways:

1. Students may complete athird year of language instruction at Old
Dominion University (students may choose to enter the third year
through a University placement test) or other institutions. A grade of
B or above in both semesters of third-year instruction will demonstrate
competency in that language.

2. Students may take alanguage test. Exams are administered (for a
fee) by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures. GPIS
requirements concern reading comprehension competence. For more
information about which skills will be tested and what standards of
competency are required refer to the language requirements website
https://www.odu.edu/international -studi es/graduate-program/language-
requirements (https://www.odu.edu/international -studies/graduate-
program/language-requirements/).

Comprehensive Examinations

In consultation with their advisors, MA students will select either athesis or
non-thesis option. Students selecting the non-thesis track must pass awritten
comprehensive examination.

The MA comprehensive examination may not be scheduled before students
have completed al core and methodology requirements, nor may the MA
comprehensive examination be scheduled prior to the last semester in which
regular course work istaken. MA examinations are scheduled twice a year.
If MA studentsfail the written comprehensive on the first attempt, they may
retake the entire written comprehensive exam only once, no earlier than one
semester later.

Theses

MA students choosing the thesis option will submit a thesis prospectus to the
chair of their thesis committee for approval after the completion of 18 credits
or at the beginning of the third semester in the program. The thesis should

be submitted to the thesis committee for its approval at least two weeks
before a defense is scheduled. The committee will schedule the student’s

ora defense of the thesis when the thesis appears to meet GPIS standards for
master’s theses. The oral defense will concern questions of substance and
methodology. Thesis students must pass an oral defense of their thesis.
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Grade Requirements

All MA students will be graded on the traditional A, B, C, F scale (with
pluses and minuses) in all courses. Pass/Fail evaluations will be utilized only
in the case of registration for internships, independent research, directed
research or for thesis research, or when specifically approved by the director.

Graduate students for whom grade point averages fall below 3.00 (B) will

be placed on a probationary status. After two consecutive semesters below
this average or the accumulation of two grades of “C” or below, the director
will take under consideration, in consultation with faculty, termination of the
student’s program.

Time Limit and Residency Requirements

The master’s degree can be completed in four full-time semesters, although
many MA candidates continue the degree over alonger period on a part-time
basis. The MA must be completed within a six-year period.

For other issues concerning GPIS, please contact:

Graduate Program in International Studies (GPIS)
7044 Batten Arts and Letters Building

Old Dominion University

Norfolk, VA 23529-0086, USA

Telephone: 757-683-5700

Fax: 757-683-4763

E-mail: isgpd@odu.edu
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